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Brief of Labour Rights and
Labour Economy in 2018

e Amendment in the labour laws

e New wage structure in the different
important industrial sectors

e No tax on the expatriate workers’
remittance

e Increased returning of women expatriate
workers

e |ncreased industrial accident
e Lack of skilled workers

e Declaration of establishing three more
labour courts

In 2018, positive attitude has been seen
considering the international opinion
regarding labour sector in Bangladesh.
Amendment has been made in the
labour laws giving importance to the
recommendations of different international
agencies. Such amendment has been
approved in the cabinet meeting in October
2018. However, the labour leaders have
termed them inadequate. In December, the
government also has approved the draft of
EPZ Labour Act in the cabinet meeting. But
the labour leaders have informed that like
the past, the government remains negative
to the application for forming trade unions.
However, rejection of application for trade
unions in the RMG declined a bit in Dhaka
but increased in Chattogram.

In 17 March 2018, the Daily Prothom Alo
published a report citing Centre for Policy
Dialogue that only 3% RMG factories have
trade unions. Though many factories have

Workers Participation Committee (WPC)
but the representatives of WPC are not
elected. This year Grameen Phone, Chevron
and other multinational companies have
dismissed many employees from their
Bangladesh offices. The aggrieved workers
undertook protest rally being deprived of
proper remedy.

On the other hand, the reformation activities
of Accord and Alliance, a pact of international
buyers, have been allowed this year also
despite the conservative attitude of a part of
garment owners and policy makers.

Lack of initiative to enhance skill of human
resource has been noticed this year also. As
a result, dependency on overseas workers
increased in many sectors including garment
factories. A joint survey of Finance Ministry
and Bangladesh Development Research
Council has shown that the agriculture sector
lacks overall 76% of skilled workers. The
infrastructure sector lacks around 200,000
of experienced workers. ILO report shows
that Bangladesh ranks 2nd among the 28
countries in the Asia-Pacific region regarding
unemployment of higher educated people.
Though the unemployment rate is less (1.8%)
among the people who did not complete
primary education but 10.7% unemployment
found among the higher educated. On 9
May 2018, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
shared a research data that around 800,000
employments for women reduced in the
industrial sector in the last four years. It




°
New law for the ship breaking sector

The death flow has been continued in the ship-breaking yard in 2018 also. Till
2017, 181 workers died by different types of accident in the last 12 years. This
year in January the first accident took place at Premium Trade Corporation
and RA Shipyard in Sitakundu. Two workers died in these two accidents. It is
noticeable that 12 workers died in the ship breaking yard by accident during the
1st three months of this year (The Daily Manabjamin, 5 April 2018)

However, an Act on ship breaking sector has been adopted in the parliament
this year. According to the ‘Bangladesh Ship Recycling Bill 2018’, all the workers
in sector must have been taken under the protection of life insurance. The
employers must have to ensure that. The act also termed it to a punitive offence
if any ship is brought in the coast without the NOC of the relevant ministries.
The act also includes that within the coming three years the government will
adopt a separate Act regarding the waste management produced from the ship
breaking. It is to be mentioned that, one fourth of the old ships of the world
scrapped in Bangladesh.

The workers of ship breaking industry often complain that most of the employers
show negligence in providing safety equipments in their workplace. Helmet,
safety jacket, boots should be used in the yard as safety tools; however, it is
not in practice. According to Yard Labour-Workers Federation, at first the ship
importer delivers the ship breaking work to a contractor. The yard owner gives
timeline to complete the ship breaking. The contractor puts pressure on the
workers to complete the job. The uses of safety equipment often make the work
slow. For this reason, the contractor inspires the workers not to use safety gears.
Though the safety equipments are found available in most of the yards but it is
not used in work. According to the law, the contractors for the ship breaking
activities have to get permission from the government but in reality majority of
them do not have valid approval from the government.

was 3,990,000 in 2013 and 3,100,000 in the
2016-17 fiscal year. But in the same time the
participation of women workers increased in
the agriculture and service sectors.

New wage structure in the different
sectors including RMG

This year no big labour movement has taken
place other than the movement for wage
increment of RMG workers. Oppression on
labour organizers was also significantly low.

Though the RMG workers’ organizations
conducted movements demanding 16,000
taka as minimum wage but it was not met.
But in October a new wage structure has
been declared for the RMG sector though
the wage board was declared in January. The
workers did not agree to the wage structure
and continued their movement. However,
their movement did not get momentum as
the schedule of parliament election declared.

Though the wage of RMG workers has not



been increased as expected, however, 10%
growth has been recorded in the export of
this sector. 9.11% growth has been made in
the 1st nine months export of 2017-18 fiscal
year which was higher than the same period
of the previous year. However, like the past,
the allegation of depriving the workers from
getting festival bonus before the big festival
of Eid was heard this year too. Moreover,
allegation also heard that many factories
paid the festival bonus which was not to the
equivalent of the basic salary as per the law.

Proposal for new wage structure has been
taken for the tea, leather, bakery, aluminium
and few other sectors. Disappointment over
wage structure also found among the tea
workers like the RMG sector. Delay in paying
outstanding salary is very common there.
In fact, ‘actual wages’ get reduced through
such practice. Lack of capacity among tea
labour unions in realizing their right wages
was also clearly identified. Their demand
was 230 taka as daily wage but they get 102
taka.

Manusher Jonno Foundation published a
survey report in March 2018 which found
72% RMG workers have not any appointment
letter. Plights of leather industry workers,
the 2nd largest export industry after RMG,
still continued due to shifting of the industry
to new place.

Accident prone road communication:
New laws

Road safety remains the top of the citizens’
talk throughout the year. Significant increase
of casualty by road accident and suppression
by the transport workers were continued.

Government took initiative to enact law
aiming increased accountability of transport
workers with a view to curb road accident.
The cabinet approved the draft of Road
Transport Act 2018 which includes maximum
5 years imprisonment and 500,000 taka
financial penalty which was adopted in the

parliament. According to the new Act if
anybody dies or get injured by neglecting
or reckless driving of vehicles the case will
be filed under the section 304(Kha) of penal
code.

Under this Act the accused will receive
maximum 5 years imprisonment or financial
penalty or both and maximum 500,000
taka financial penalty. But if any death by
road accident proved as ‘murder’ through
investigation then capital punishment under
the criminal law will be applicable. The
transport workers remained agitated against
this Act. Difference of opinions between
public and transport workers has been
noticed regarding road safety issues. Some
of the demands of the transport workers
were -all cases of road accident must be
bailable, annulment of the punishment
of 500,000 taka penalty, reduce the
educational qualification from 8th grade to
5th grade in getting driving license, inclusion
of worker representative in the investigation
of road accident cases under section 302,
ending police harassment etc. The transport
workers also organized gathering in different
times this year to stop illegal toll on the
highway but failed to draw public support.

Industrial accident on the rise

Industrial accident has been increased this
year compare to the previous year. However,
accidentinthe RMG has been decreased than
the past. However, incidence of accident
continued in the ship breaking industry,
construction sector etc. as the past year. In
the construction sector, no positive impact
of labour laws has been seen regarding
accident and also in the relation between
owners and labours. Like 2017, construction
industry remains the highest accident prone
sector in 2018. In the 1steleventh months of
2018, around 570 workers died by accident
at their workplace, which is higher than the
accident occurred in the same period of
2017. The majority of workers died in the
construction and on the road.




Five years has been passed after the
incidence of Rana Plaza collapse, however,
no cases has been resolved yet relating to
this mishap. Likewise, perpetrators of Tazrin
Factory incidence could not be brought
under punishment.

Attack on journalists was also continued all
the year round. The member of different
press club often organized human chain
against such attack. In January 2018, ninth
wage board was formed to increase wage of
the staff of newspaper and media agencies.
In September 2017, after seven months,
wage board recommended 45% of basic
salary as especial allowance for the staff
of newspaper and media agencies which is
turned into effect since 1 march 2018.

Returning of expatriate workers on
the rise

Being harassed in the overseas, returning of
expat workers, especially women workers
has been increased over the year. According
to BRAC, there are 735,000 women working
in different countries. Among them one third
are employed in Saudi Arabia. Majority of
themreturned fromthere facing harassment.
During the declaration of national budget it
was circulated widely in the media that VAT
would be imposed to the remittance of expat
workers, however, government did not take
any initiative for that at all.

On the other hand, media also published
that the employment of foreign national
has been increasing in our labour market. In
4 February 2018, Minister for Home Affairs
informed the Parliament that around 85,486
foreign national from 44 countries are
working legally in Bangladesh in different
sectors. They are working at least 16
categories in 33 organizations.

Uniform pension scheme did not
come to light

Uniform pension scheme did come to light

More than 55,000 female
workers went abroad in
12 months

In 18 June 2018, Mr. Nurul Islam,
honourable Minister, Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment, informed the
parliament that 55,149 female went
abroad in the last 12 months as
workers. Inthe same time 269 female
workers returned facing various
problems. He shared the information
as a reply to the queries of Mr. Selim
Uddin MP.

In response to another query
of Nizam Uddin Hazari, MP, the
honourable Minister shared that
5,035 Bangladeshi workers have
been arrested in abroad and
imprisoned. Among them 976 are
imprisoned in Saudi Arabia, 851 in
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 478
in Oman, 85 in Jordan, 29 in Libya,
5 in Thailand, 6 in Mauritius, 87 in
Singapore, 27 in Japan, 137 in Italy,
91 in Hong Kong, 23 in South Korea,
97 in lIraq, 384 in Kuwait, 146 in
Greece, 438 in Bahrain, 10 in Brunei,
113 in Maldives, 4 in Egypt and 238
in Qatar.

in 2018 also. However, honourable Prime
Minster informed the parliament that
the government is working on it. In the
light of her information it is expected that
government will take initiative to increase
coverage of uniform pension scheme in
different private sectors.

This year such news was also published that
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Accidental Death toll is on the rise

At least 570 workers died in 462 workplace accidents from January to November
of 2018 according to the data derived from monitoring 15 national and 11 local
newspapers, by Safety and Rights Society.

The highest number of deaths by accident is recorded in the construction sector,
which is about 32% (180) of total deaths. Till November, 2018, the newspaper
published at least 146 incidences of accident in this sector.

The majority of the dead workers were of below 30 of ages. Around 38% of
them were belonging to this age group while 12 were female workers. In May
2018, the highest number (109) of workers has been died in accident. Sylhet,
Dhaka and Narayanganj districts ranked the top in this regard.

The statistics shows that the number of casualty is much higher than the same
period of the previous year. It was recorded that 405 workers died by accident
during the 1st eleven months of 2017. On the other hand 383 workers died in
2016 while 373 died in 2015.

The above data has been collected from the selected newspapers only. The actual
statistics of deaths and injuries by accident across the country must be higher than this.

government is preparing a policy to assist
the fishermen’s family if any member of
them get injured or died by wild animals,
pirates or disaster.

Issueoflabourrightsandemployment
in the election manifesto

In 2018, the most important event in
Bangladesh is the national election
undoubtedly. There were important
commitment from the two alliances led by
two major political parties in their election
manifesto regarding labour rights and
employment.

Awami league has committed that they
would protect the fundamental rights of
the industrial workers. They will implement
4 months maternity leave for the female
workers with full salary.

Besides, they also have assured to initiate

rationing for the low paid workers and
rural landless agricultural workers including
RMG workers. In regard to employment
at overseas, they have committed to send
more workers to abroad as well as to create
opportunity to invest their remittance in
a profitable way. They also have assured
that expat workers will be given loan under
flexible condition if they return.

The alliance led by BNP has said that their
aim is to pull out the age limit to enter in
the government job except in the police and
defence force. The quota will exist only for
the underprivileged community and persons
with disability. There will be no quota other
than that.

The alliance has assured to set taka 12,000 as
minimum wage for the RMG workers within
two years of their government. Besides, they
will construct multi-storeyed buildings in the
industrial area including garment industries




for the housing of workers. They also have
committed to provide ration to the workers,
agricultural workers and urban poor in fare
price. They will not evict hawkers and slum
dwellers without proper rehabilitation. They
have also mentioned in their manifesto
that the workers will enjoy health services
through a specific amount of premium
monthly under health insurance. They have
also committed to establish adequate day
care centre for the working mother.

The other three more commitment of this
alliance are— to ensure workplace safety for
the domestic workers, policy formulation for
the welfare of informal sector labours and to
ensure right to engage in trade unions in all
sector.

17, 000 cases are pending for resolution in
the Labour Courts and Appellate Tribunal

In the mid-August (26 August), the
Government has declared to establish three
more labour courts. These labour courts will
be established in Barisal, Rangpur and Sylhet
city. The decision was taken in the secretarial
meeting of the government.

Before this there were seven labour courts
in the country. Among them three are in
Dhaka, two in Chattogram and one is in

Khulna and Rajshahi respectively. There is a
Labour Appeal Tribunal in Dhaka to address
the cases resolved in the labour court.
After the secretarial meeting, Ms Afroza
Khan, Secretary, Ministry of Labour and
Employment, shared with the media that 42
personnel will be employed for three labour
courts including a chairman for each.

It is to be mentioned that there is no labour
court in four divisional towns even after
the five decades of the independence and
only one appeal tribunal exists. Around
17,000 cases are pending for resolution in
the labour courts and appellate tribunal (till
March 2018).

Approval of EPZ Labour Act (draft)

The cabinet approved the EPZ Labour Act
(draft) on 3 December 2018. In the past, 30%
of the workers’ representation was required
to form a Labour Welfare Association in
the EPZ. Now it is reduced to 20%. . The
obligation of one fourth workers’ support in
regard to labour strike also has been relaxed.
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