dRAl 1™ Q00

I ~AfAfES
3 ¥ s




MLATTR* R0W
A 335 3 ¥ wL NS

e . So fety R
Promoting Safety, Enforcing Rights




JREATACR & ARES 8 A7 TLHFS 0%

IRFEA, A 8 F*T

CRT(T @ ARG ETPIRIG

b/ @ K COR™ (1T (7 o)
(TRAEWMIE , BIFl-309

CTRIZS: +bb 0d58YLYLHO
B-(N23+ : info@safetyandrights.org
GPTRG: www.safetyandrights.org

SIS
SRIE 03

k]
IR T AEGH EITIRD (GITHG)

TG
Eugnag

T
Yoo GBIl

The State of Labour and Labour Economy of Bangladesh 2021

Documentation, Editing and Publication
Safety and Rights Society (SRS)

6/5 A Sir Syed Road

Mohammadpur, Dhaka 1207

Mobile: +88 01974666890

© info@safetyandrights.org
@ www.safetyandrights.org
@) Safety and Rights Society
© Safety and Rights Society

Date of Publication
January 2022

Price
100 Tk.

Copyright
Safety and Rights Society (SRS)

ISBN: 978-984-35-1686-2



o

TR

JRECA R0: TRV W G 148 26 I=7

TG CTeT GT PR AT S

IR ey KRS SNGIAE Toy

JRECA* T PTH: AIVHCS @ QY FCE @ A7
BT @ (STFRE WIN 20 BLIE &fie G0 Am

S AW &N ATS FH (B0

203y T HfNHCR A=A we 6 ©r3 ([qrece?

TG HIC (oA fNHCA 57 AT

SHLANC TR WK SPICR JRFNCHH! el

TR 9 S T AR GFIT o REAces: FEFE Ao AZTe
Y FCACR
51 ficer Tgfe SPICRIcER 10 oot Searelfe ¢ Jif: w2 Terme @Fe

TS e, Sy, EfREIRF SEFma (RITAT STWEs

TGN (55 FIee AR s

FPT GO MR AW (FC (785 Jora Aikng ew 71 (%

BT I AGFA IGEF FA T 9T

TENIECS oref* ity Sftafes fqodw

forsfer wifStestwe farsier A8 e eeee

fHferER wfie IR ¢ SIRERTE IRTGe Sra

G (AT T Sferven: Fefeviee Ared WGIa-LewT SR

TEIY A% 20 NG eeEiEr: fhens 20w 2

Workers face harder time for price hike of essentials during pandemic
Workplace ordeals of coal workers

Workers become climate refugees in city
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State of Labor in 2021

Workers face harder time for price hike
of essentials during pandemic

Workers will remember the year 2021 for a
long time as they faced harder time than ever
in Bangladesh. They have seldom
experienced such a long bad time in recent
history. The previous year's sufferings has
been added to the 2021 miseries during
Covid-19 pandemic. Workers and their
families were distressed due to constant
lockdowns, unemployment, and financial
crises. At the end of the year, even though the
workplace became normal, many who lost
their jobs were not able to get back their
previous position. Moreover, incredible price
hikes of daily commodities have put them into
further horrible situation. Many workers
were heavily indebted to the two-year long
pandemic. The unbridled state of commodity
prices has made their indebtedness more
miserable.

Year of declining income-
expenditure-consumption of
workers

The main topic of Bangladesh in 2021 is
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certainly the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic
and the apparent relief from it. Week after
week this year, the unemployed were
compelled to spend their time in 'lockdown'.
Self-employed could not go to work. Many
temporary workers have been laid off. It was a
year of declining production due to falling
demand and marketing. As a result, millions
of people became unemployed. As trade and
commerce shrink, labor prices fall, and so
does the ability of workers to negotiate. Their
income, expenditure, and consumption-
everything declines at this time.

The first Covid-19 case was detected in
Bangladesh in March 2020. And its spree
continued slowly even at the end of 2021. In
two years, millions of Bangladeshis have had
to be diagnosed with the coronavirus. Among
them, 1.6 million people have been infected
with the virus. Around 28,000 people have
died according to the government statistics. A
large part of the dead was working people of
the society. As the virus is generally spread
from person to person, people who had no



alternative to go out for work were more likely
to be infected. Many working families
suffering from Covid-19 become over-
indebted to cover their medical expenses.
Many have left the city and taken shelter in
villages at the beginning of the year. Some
were returning to the city at the end of the year.

A number of non-governmental
organizations have conducted surveys on the
rise in unemployment during Corona in 2021
and the previous year. In the first quarter of
2021, Bangladesh Bank published a research
report conducted in the last year. The report
mentioned that more than 2.6 million people
have lost their jobs during Corona pandemic.
Since Corona continued the following year, it
is obvious that those unemployed did not find
work at the beginning of 2021. According to
the central bank's findings, the dismissal rate
in the industrial sector was 5.7 percent due to
the impact of Covid-19. A survey on young
people conducted by the BRAC Institute of
Governance and Development in January last
year found that 15 percent of young people
who had been employed before the pandemic
had lost their jobs after the Covid-19 spread.
Menace of unemployment has grasped even
the highly educated people. In the recent 41st
BCS, the number of applicants for the nearly
2200 vacancies has been around 0.5 million.
In other words, more than two hundred
young people are applying for one post. In the
43rd BCS, there were 244 candidates for each
post. It means 243 people will be left out in
this war. It is anticipated that the uncertainty
of such young people will increase in 2022
beyond 2021.

Prolonged unemployment and hunger always

go hand in hand. Bangladesh ranks 76th place
in the world hunger index this year. It's one
step down from last year. Neighboring
Myanmar was also five steps ahead of
Bangladesh in this year’s index. The score on
this index 'zero' means there is no hunger. If
the score is ‘100’ then the level of hunger
should be understood as maximum.
Bangladesh's position is a bit better than the
'critical’ stage. According to the index, the
height of 28 percent of children under the age
of 5in Bangladesh is still lower than normal.
This tendency is usually seen among the
children of working families in slum areas. If
the problem of shortness in height is passed
down from generation to generation, then it
must be said that these poor families are
entering into a vicious circle of Dwarfness.

One of the major reasons why the poor eat less
or get less food is the increase in food prices
compared to income. In 2021, fine and
medium types of rice were sold at 12 percent
and coarse rice at 13 percent more than the
same period last year. From the beginning to
the end of the year, the price of rice has always
been on the rise. Compared to the previous
year, rice of different quality has been sold at a
minimum of Tk. 5 per kg and above Tk. 15 per
kg higher. The price of flour has also
increased by at least 5 Tk. per kg. The price of
pulses has gone up by Tk 20 per kg.

The price of broiler chicken has increased by
Tk. 70-80 per kg as compared to last year.
Similarly, the prices of oil, onion, sugar, etc.
have also gone up. The real wages of the
workers are reduced as the prices of essential
commodities are gradually increased while
the wages are stable. Such an uncontrolled
increase in commodity prices has made the
condition of working families miserable in
2021. This increase in commodity prices has
taken place even before the rise in fuel prices.
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At the end of the year, under the pretext of
increasing the prices of diesel and kerosene,
the owners and workers of the transport
sector used the weapon of strike and
increased the passenger fare by around 30
percent. In a sudden announcement on
November 3, the price of diesel and kerosene
was increased by 23 percent. In response to
this, the prices of almost all the essential
commodities have gone up again.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the income of
most of the middle class and poor people
including the workers of the country was
reduced. On the other hand, the income of a
small group increased drastically. Some of
them have entered their names in the
millionaire's book. According to Bangladesh
Bank, during the Covid-19 pandemic, the
number of millionaire bank accounts in the
country has increased by more than 11,500 in
the last year, which is faster growth than usual
(July 25, 2021; Kaler Kantho).

At the end of March 2021, the number of
millionaire depositors in the country's banks
had increased to 94,272. From March 2019 to
March 2020, there were only 6,349
millionaire depositors in the country. And in
the whole period of 2020, there was an
increase of 1051 millionaire account holders.
This means that the number of millionaire
depositors has increased the most during the
Corona period.

It is to be noted that before the Covid-19
pandemic, the income of the upper 10 percent
of the people in the society of Bangladesh was
more than the income of the lower 40 percent
of the people. At the beginning of 2020, the
poor population in Bangladesh was about
33.4 million. Obviously, in 2021, wealth and
classinequality has increased in society.

R
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The latest big picture of inequality between
the rich and the poor, especially against the
working class in Bangladesh has been seen
during the vaccination of Covid-19. The
government was trying to keep the labor-
intensive sectors running even amid the
Covid-19 emergency. Although these sectors
were fully reopened after the lockdown,
workers were not initially given priority in
vaccination. Later, in response to the
demands of the trade unions, an initiative was
taken to provide emergency vaccinations to
the garment workers, but this did not happen
in any other sector.

The total number of workers active in
economic activities in the country is
estimated to be 63.5 million. Of these, 12.5
million are working in the formal sector,
according to the daily Samakal on August 2,
2021. But in response to the demands from
garment leaders, workers in this sector have
been vaccinated, but the uncertainty about
vaccinations for other export and industrial
workers has not abated since the end of the
year.

Although the spread of Covid-19 was not
found severe at the end of 2021, the infection
and death did not stop fully. In addition, new
versions of the virus are occasionally detected
in neighboring India. In the meanwhile,
economic activities have started across the
country. However, despite the increase of
pressure of demand and consumption in the
post- Covid pandemic, labor demand does not
seem to have increased. In particular, the
incredible rise in fuel prices has created
unprecedented pressure on the economy.



Just before the rise in the fuel prices, BRAC
Institute of Governance and Development
(BIGD) and the Power and Participation
Research Center (PPRC) conducted a joint
survey which shows that due to Covid-19 the
number of new poor people in the country
was 24.5 million in March 2021, six months
later it stood at 32.4 million. According to the
survey report, 28 percent of the country's
population migrated from urban to rural
areas during the pandemic. Of those, 18
percent have returned to the city. 10 percent
ofthe people have not yet returned to the city.

The long-term movement this year was only
seen in the jute mill sector. The laborers were
engaged in continuous procession and
meetings claiming the arrears of wages of
some of the laid-off jute mills. These workers
were also demanding the reopening of closed
factories. Apart from this, there have been
isolated movements in some other garment
factories including the Style Craft factory of
Gazipur. The workers of Style Craft continued
their movement in front of Shram Bhaban at
Bijay Nagar of the capital since November
demanding their arrears. Apart from these,
the labor sector was systematically devoid of
movement in 2021. This status of non-
movement was not due to wage and job
satisfaction. It was due to the instability of the
political situation. The inertia in the political
environment also impacts the activities of
laborrights organizations.

Apart from making statements on labor
accidents, no long-term action made by the
mainstream political parties in the interest of
workers has been visible nationally. As an

exception to this, some leftist parties have
been seen trying to organize workers in
different sectors. But they also failed to raise
the wave of any movement nationally.

Against the status of non-movement in the
labor sector, a different scenario has been
seen this year. That is the increase in export
earnings in various industries, but it has not
had a positive effect on the wage deprivation
of workers in those sectors.

For example, the tea sector has produced a
record amount this year. But the wages of tea
workers were almost the lowest among the
industrial workers of the country. According
to the daily Ittefaq on November 3, 2021, in
the first four months of this fiscal year (July-
October), the income has increased by 13.33
percent against the target of export income.
Besides, the growth has been 22.72 percent as
compared to the same period of last financial
year. But at the same time, there was no
official increase in the wages of the workers

Another emerging silent change that has been
noticed in the labor sector in 2021 is an
increase in the number of climate migrant
workers. Unusual changes in the seasonal
cycle of the country's climate have become
particularly visible this year. As a result,
problems were being created in the old
method of rural cultivation. Which was
creating additional unemployment there. As
soon as the lockdown of Covid-19 lifted, more
and more climate refugees were seen moving
from villages to cities.
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Workplace ordeals
of coal worker

A

A
’

[Workplace ordeals and rights of coal workers are discussed a little bit in Bangladesh.
Prothom Alo published a report on November 4, 2021 revealing awful working environment
of coal workers which has been presented here briefly to create awareness and find out a
way outin this regard.]

Amin Bazar in Savar is adjacent to the
megacity Dhaka. Unloading coals from ships
is a very common scenario every day around
Borodeshi village where hundreds of workers
are working.

From September to April- coal is unloaded
from ships at four ghats (Dwipnagar,
Keblarchar, Korean, and Namar ghat) on the
Turag River in Gabtali and Aminbazar area.
This coal goes to the brickfields of Dhaka and
nearby districts. About 10,000 workers are
involved in unloading the coal from the ship
and uploading it on the truck. Most of them
returned to the village at the end of April.

Most of the coal workers do not know whether
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there is any special health risk in it. They
never heard of anything like this. They only
know to work their fingers to the bone. At the
end of the day, they find no strength to move.
No one even looks for them. It can be called a
primitive world of slavery.

Experts say that harmful dusts enter the body
of coal workers in three ways. Since no special
type of mask is used, it enters directly through
the mouth. It also enters the body during
breathing and through the hair follicles. Thus
workers are facing extreme health risks,
including risk of cancer and dyspnea. During
visiting the workplace, no one is seen using
any safety equipment.



Unloading coal from ships provides a bit
more wages than other daily labor. That is
why workers come to Dhaka from different
parts of the country during the coal unloading
season. Those who come with their families
rent low-cost houses in Aminbazar and lower
areas around Gabtali. Most of their children
do not go to school. The workers who come
alone stay in the temporary mess made by the
labor chiefs.

Some coal workers shared that they were not
interested in the education of their children for
two reasons. First, the poverty in the family.
They want children to support their families
by working from adolescence. Second, they
have to stay seven months at work and the
remaining five months in their villages.

There are more problems in the lives of these
workers. Bituminous coal (which is mainly
used as fuel in brick kilns) comes to Gabtali
and Aminbazar Ghats of Turag River. These
coals are imported from Indonesia and
Africa.

Ttis also used as a fuel for garment boilers and
some factories but in very small numbers.
When the rainy season starts, brickyards
remain closed. Then the import of coal also
remains shut. Coal workers remain out of
work then.

There are around 4,500 brick kilns in Dhaka
and nearby districts. These brickfields
depend on the coal coming to Gabtali. Each
brick kiln burns around 8 lakh bricks in one
round or at a time. It takes 150 metric tons of
coal. On an average of 8 rounds of bricks are
burned in one kiln per season. As such, a brick
kiln requires 1,200 metric tons of coal. 4,500
brick kilns require 54 lakh metric tons of coal.
The import value of this coal is about 540
million Taka. Coal imports are increasing
everyyear.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers

Association (BELA), told Prothom Alo that
burning coal to make bricks is harmful to the
environment. Low-quality imported coal is
being used in brick kilns. This coal contains a
higher amount of sulfur. The government
says it will stop using coal in the brickyard,
but allows imports. In addition to that, many
workers do not know about health risks.
There are many women among these workers.

Abdul Aziz (50) of the Keblarchar area said
that he came from Shahjadpur in Sirajganj a
month ago. After working on coal for amonth,
he is having breathing problems. He did not
have such a problem before. He is thinking of
returning to the village. Prothom Alo talked to
a few more such workers. They said none of
them had ever mentioned the risks involved
in coal work. Eight workers who have worked
in coal for at least one season (seven months)
said that although they did not have any
physical problem before, now they are
suffering from coughing. Sometimes they face
difficulties in breathing.

Kazi Saifuddin Bennur, a doctor of the
National Institute of Diseases of the Chest
and Hospital (NIDCH), told Prothom Alo that
when such dusts enter the lungs, it causes
shortness of breath, the liver and kidneys
become weaker and weaker. Working hours
are also not specified here.

Some coal workers told Prothom Alo that they
have towork 12 hours a day from 5amto 5 pm.
However, they do not get paid as hours. They
get a token for every basket of unloaded coal
and get three takas against each token. The
tokens were given by the agents of the labor
chiefs. The tokens were given by the
representatives of the labor chiefs. A worker
can earn around 800 taka against a day’s hard
work.

Sardar Mojibur Rahman, a labor chief from
Kebalachar, said there were no working hours
here. If anybody does not carry the basket of
coal, he does not have money.
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Gautam Kumar, director-general of the labor
department, told Prothom Alo that loading
and unloading of coal are very unhygienic and
risky. To ensure the protection of workers of
such an informal sector, it is necessary to
include them under labor unions or trade
unions. When asked whether the informal
sector workers have the opportunity to form
trade unions, he said that whether it is formal
or informal, the workers can unite and apply
for trade unions and they are also given
approval. It helps them to bargain with the
owner. When there is no union, their
opportunities become limited.

In Gabtali and Aminbazar areas, more than
50 private companies sell coal to the brick
kilns. Noor Enterprise is one of them. Delwar
Hossain, the proprietor of the company, told
Prothom Alo that labor chiefs supervise the
work of unloading coal. They ensure health
and safety to the workers.

Prothom Alo talked to three labor leaders
about this issue. They said they were unaware
of the health risks of coal work. None of them
ever informed us anything about it. There are
noinstructionsin this regard.

R\
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Professor Ahmed Kamruzzaman Majumder,
chairman of the Department of
Environmental Sciences at Stamford
University and founding director of the
university's Center for Atmospheric Pollution
Studies (CAPS), told the daily Prothom Alo
that coal is a kind of black carbon. The dust
enters the body of the coal workers in three
ways “through breathing, through the mouth,
and the hair pores”.

This carbon causes infection in the lungs,
which is one of the causes of shortness of
breath. In many cases, the combination of
carbon in the blood can lead to blood cancer.
If anybody works with coal for a few years,
he/she no longer has the physical ability. As it
is a risky profession, coal workers need to
undergo regular health check-ups.

Energy expert Professor M Tamim said coal
workers around the world are victims of "coal
dust poisoning". When dust enters the lungs,
it causes severe damage. Special masks
should be used to prevent dust from entering
thebody.



Workers béecome

chmate refugees

Bangladesh remains among the top in the list
of countries at risk of climate change. As a
result, it’s facing losses silently. The workers
here are the main direct victims of climate
change. But there is very little talk about
climate change, rehabilitation initiatives, or
concerns and discussion about the workers.
This issue is almost missing, the year 2021
was no exception. Although the movement of
such refugees was limited at the beginning of
this year due to Covid-19 pandemic, it started
after the lockdown was lifted. Now it is
evident that the arrival of such refugees in the
cities has gained special momentum. City
slum areas are overflowing with workers
again.

It is worth mentioning that due to climate
change, around 600 million people in the
coastal areas of the world are under threat in
the current century. At present around forty
million people are being displaced from their
old habitats every year due to climate change.

Apart from violence, clashes, etc., people are
now leaving their area mainly due to the
weather.

Due to rising temperatures, droughts, floods,
etc., including rising sea levels, the number of
refugees is expected to increase further in the
future, according to various research reports.
Most of the potential refugees will be in Asia
and Africa. An organization, American
Geophysical Union has estimated in a study
that by 2050, as the sea level rises, along with
other countries a large number of
Bangladeshi workers will have to migrate to
other regions. The number of such people can
bemillions.

Their research also says that the migrant
workers will choose Dhaka first, as it is the
main center of internal migration in
Bangladesh. This will increase the population
pressure in the capital. Due to the pressure of
the population, many will leave the capital
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also. Then some climate refugees will enter
other parts of the country. However, the
second phase has not started yet in
Bangladesh. The latest picture shows that the
population pressure in the villages of
Bangladesh is decreasing gradually. On the
contrary, it is growing rapidly in the cities. In
other words, it can be said that the migration
of population due to climate change has
started here.

The Daily Star (15 September 2021), quoting a
report of the World Bank, wrote that by 2050,
approximately 13 million people in the coastal
areas of Bangladesh will have to leave their
old homes and seek shelter elsewhere.
According to the World Bank, Bangladesh
will account for 37% of the climate refugees in
South Asia.

One of the major reasons for this is the crisis
in employment in the agriculture sector due
to climate change. Nature is intensifying the
refugee crisis and will do further. Many
experts have said that due to rising sea level,
the salt water has overflowed the coastal area
and reached Goplaganj district. Earlier,
many districts in the south including
Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Patuakhali and
Pirojpur were grabbed by salt water. As a
result, agriculture is being ruined and crop
lands are losing their fertility. Those who
depend on agriculture are being forced to
change their profession. The biggest issue is
that people are in a crisis of drinking water.
One cannot live long without pure drinking
water. Again the situation is getting worse
daybyday.

A BBC report, published on September 15,
2021, mentioned that temperatures exceeded
50 degrees Celsius for an average of 14 days a
year from 1980 to 2009. And from 2010 to
2019, this number stands at 26 days per year.
That means climate change is a harsh reality
now. And everyone must be ready to see the
impact of this change unless the people

qb

QAT 20%): ¥ AAfFEC ¢ ww afife

change the types of their consumption and
compromise with nature.

If global warming continues at the current
rate, not only climate change but also global
warming will affect 1.2 billion people
worldwide by 2100. The workers will be the
worst victims of such a disaster. This is
because the workers in the informal sector
often have to work long hours in the sun and
rain. Formal sector workers are also no less
prone to temperature-related losses. One of
the major reasons for the deficiencies in the
productivity of workers in Bangladesh is
rising temperatures.

According to a report of the daily Prothom Alo
on September 6, 2021, the performance of
inhabitants of Dhaka has decreased the most
in the world due to the effect of global average
temperature rise. Due to the high
temperature, the workers of this city are able
to work less than their usual ability. Similar
situations prevail in other cities like Comilla,
Chattogram and Sirajganj. When the
temperature in a city is usually above 30
degrees, it is called extreme high. Due to the
increase in population, the trees and plants in
the cities of Bangladesh are declining. The
concrete structure is increasing and the
weather is also becoming 'extreme'silently.

From the island to the
slums

How climate refugees are coming to Dhaka
can be better understood from a report by
Deutsche Welle. According to the report,
there is a slum named Bholapara in the
Mohammadpur area of Dhaka. Those who are
victims of river erosion in different areas of
the Bhola district of the south of Bangladesh,
come here and take shelter. Hundreds of
families from Bhola have taken shelter in this
slum. That is why the name of this slum has
become 'Bholapara'. They have been coming
for the last few years. Some have moved to



other slums in Dhaka. According to those who
came to Dhaka from Bhola after being
affected by river erosion, their first address in
Dhaka is now this Bholapara slum.

According to the Internal Displacement
Monitoring Center, an average of one million
people by floods, ten thousand people by
cyclones, and more than one lac people might
be displaced by tsunamis and hurricanes in
the coming years. Other than that, disasters
like earthquakes can make the situation
worse.

But the question is where will these refugees
g0? Where will they stay and what will be their
employment? A part of them may come to the
capital every year. Is Dhaka ready at all for
their rehabilitation? How many Bholapara
will contain this capital? The most worrying
aspect is that to accommodate such migrant
refugees the bargaining power of the workers
in the labor market will also decrease. This
will create a new vicious cycle of poverty.
Meanwhile, economists are reporting an
increase in the number of 'new poor' in the
country. The vast majority of these new poor
are actually climate refugees.

Experts are recommending many things to do
in this context which includes reducing
carbon emissions as an initial and permanent
step. Bangladesh's transport sector, industry,
various types of power plants, brick kilns, etc.
are huge sources of carbon emissions. Apart
from these, experts are also making two more
special recommendations.

First, to make the nature of development and
employment in Bangladesh environment
friendly; take additional protection for
natural resources including Sundarbans.
Second, to increase development initiatives
and social security programs in the slum
areas of the city and to focus more on their
employment-oriented rehabilitation. But is
Bangladesh doing what it needs to do to
mobilize national resources?

Children from workers’
families also victims of
climate change

A study, conducted by the International
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in 2019 on the
effects of climate change on children, said
that the lives of more than 19 million children
in Bangladesh are directly at risk due to
climate change. Most of them are children of
workers’ families. UNICEF Executive
Director Henrietta Fore said at the time,
"Climate change poses a greater risk to the
poor in Bangladesh. They can't feed the
children enough, they can't keep them
healthy. Their education is being disrupted.”

The increase of natural disasters means that
the affected families are becoming poorer
than before. When they lose their homes,
their children are forced to join any work to
earn money. Thus they lose their educational
life. One of the major causes of child marriage
is the effect of climate change. Thus, climate
change is making poverty a permanent
feature in the lives of the working people of
the country.
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