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Six killed as clashes erupt all over
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Workers Entering the New Year with
Concerns of Economic Recession

On behalf of Safety and Rights Society (SRS), we extend our heartfelt greetings for the new year. Recently,
Bangladesh celebrated 54 years of independence, and SRS marked 15 years of its remarkable journey.
Concurrently, Bangladesh entered 2025 after navigating through a mass uprising last year.

Five decades of a country’s lifespan and a decade and a half for a non-governmental organization are not
insignificant periods. Bangladesh emerged from extreme poverty and devastation, while SRS began the journey
with a limited resource. The nation's need was poverty eradication and prosperity. Conversely, SRS’s goal was
to make a contribution to the prosperity of the country and support the working people in creating a just society.

No organization can move forward ignoring its surrounding realities. The socio-economic circumstances define
the scope of work for a progressive organization. SRS is no exception.

Since independence, Bangladesh has witnessed a significant infrastructural development with a large affluent
population boosting the products demand. Consequently, the labor sector has expanded, with 60 to 70 million
people directly trading their time and effort. Simultaneously, it is evident that there is a minimum reform in
the colonial state and legal frameworks. As a result, despite economic growth, the democratic ambiance of
workers' employment has not yet become promising. The lifestyle of workers remained quite unsatisfactory.
According to international standards, there was and still is a lot to be done regarding decent work environments.
Despite poverty eradication being a national objective, workers' families have not yet received opportunities
that would allow them to ensure stable exit from poverty. SRS has aimed to play a supportive role for both the
government and the working populace. This remains our primary goal and will continue to be so in the future. We
are fundamentally striving to improve the living standards of workers informal and informal sectors. Workers'
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satisfaction will reinforce the roots of democracy. Political stability will become sustainable if the majority of the
lower-income population experiences comfort in their lives.

Based on this consideration, we annually review the labor economy at the national level. By identifying the
major events and trends in the labor sector from the past year, we aim to assist labor organizations and the
government's policy-making. We have been carrying out this annual work for many years. This year, too, we are
publishing a compilation on the labor dynamics of 2024. Naturally, this year's compilation has highlighted the
participation of workers in the mass uprising of students and the public.

Although, compilation of information on workers' participation in the 2024 uprising is not available yet, we have
presented key aspects to ensure that the ongoing structural reforms of the institutions or systems consider the
expectations of the workers. There is an urgent need for comprehensive reform of labor laws, especially since
many sectors, including domestic workers and gig workers, are not yet included in the labor laws. As new labor
populations emerge alongside traditional sectors, progressive and forward-looking labor law reforms are now
essential.

Moreover, the institutional methods and organizations responsible for determining workers' wage structures need
to be updated. We believe that a permanent legal framework is necessary to align workers' wage structures with
ever changing market systems. Labor organizations have long sought such solutions to avoid street protests and
struggles.

The workers, like people from all professions, have numerous expectations from the post-uprising interim
government. To meet the expectations, the government has already formed a labor commission. SRS is
collaborating with this commission and has already submitted some specific recommendations; particularly,
measures to enhance workers' social security benefits. We hope these recommendations will be prioritized by the
commission. The success of the July-August anti-discrimination uprising in 2024 will largely depend on how
much workers' lives become free from inequality.

However, the year was quite challenging for workers due to price hike of essentials and food inflation remained
in double digits. The earnings of workers in the informal sector were repeatedly hindered during the uprising.
From August, industrial areas began experiencing significant instability. Workers did not receive any payment
as many industrialists and businessmen close to the fallen government either fled or were detained. Number of
factories are shut down were on the verge of closing due to eruption of violence.

Overall, the post-uprising period became excruciating for workers. They hope that the labor commission's final
report and its recommendations will be implemented, bringing relief to the industrial zones. However, towards
the year's end, social investments from the government decreased, in line with IMF recommendations, leading
to a contraction in the informal sector and reduced labor mobility. SRS received reports that job opportunities
in villages were dwindling. The government also limited fair-priced goods sales arrangements. The signs of
economic recession became quite evident in November- December. It is anticipated that 2025 will not be a
favourable year for workers. Yet, we extend our best wishes for the new year to everyone. Unfortunately, there
is no promising news for Bangladeshi workers at the moment, except hope.

Sekendar Ali Mina
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Compulsory ETP and waste management
needed for decent work environment

Bangladesh is an agricultural country. Its agriculture
depends on rivers and water bodies. Nature has
shaped the region accordingly. The rivers, canals,
and beels across the country also provide a major
source of protein. Together, the major step to ensure
Bangladesh’s food security is to keep water resources
free of pollution.

Moreover, industrialization is also essential. In
balancing these two needs, it is important to remember
that all industries in the country must rely on waste
treatment.

Under no circumstances should industrial activities
be allowed to pollute water resources. Moreover, in
today’s world, markets for industries without proper
waste management are increasingly shrinking. On
the other hand, industries with waste management
in place also ensure a decent working environment
for labourers, which is extremely important in a
labour-intensive and densely populated country. In
other words, the path to Bangladesh’s economic
development lies in a proper balance between rivers,
industrialisation, and a decent working environment.

But the opposite is happening. On 2 May 2024,
Pinaki Roy wrote in the Voice of America’s Bengali
Service: Since Bangladesh’s independence, 115 rivers
have disappeared, and the remaining rivers are on the
brink of death. Many rivers’ waters are unbearable
to look at, and approaching them is even more
intolerable. Textile and other industrial wastes have
turned the waters of these rivers into stinky and foul
liquids. Existence of life is not possible in this water.
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Unfortunately, it’s not just the rivers near Dhaka and
Chattogram; even the rivers in remote districts are on
the brink of death due to pollution. The oxygen level
in these rivers is very low.

According to news reports, the main reason for the
loss of rivers and water bodies is encroachment.
However, the waste treatment systems of large and
medium-sized industries in areas adjacent to rivers
are another significant cause of water resource
destruction in Bangladesh. In industrial zones, waste
is directly dumped into nearby water bodies, rivers,
and canals. The environment department does identify
such factories, but they can do little to compel them
to install Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs). Without
a firm and strong commitment from the government,
this situation cannot be changed. Although the
environment department imposes fines on various
industries to raise awareness about ETPs, the results
have been minimal.

On 4 January 2024, a report in the Daily Prothom Alo
revealed that in just nine upazilas of Sirajganj district,
there are 225 handloom factories along with nearly
300 dyeing factories. These factories generate an
average of 1,000 liters of liquid waste daily, which
is spread around without any treatment. Only a few
factories, less than ten, have ETPs. The rest do not
install waste treatment systems due to the high costs.
As a result, the surrounding environment is suffering.
They are not interested in investing in ETPs, and
there is no strict monitoring or institutional pressure
on them. This lack of waste management in various




industries is damaging Bangladesh’s river resources,
land, underground water, and particularly the decent
work environment.

However, there is no alternative to decent work for
sustainable development and investment. Bangladesh
is facing an image crisis in terms of labour conditions,
mainly due to deficiencies in industrial waste
management.

Without ETPs, the direct consequences extend
beyond water and land, posing serious risks to urban
public health. Recently, Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) reported that recyclable and
reusable medical waste from various hospitals is
being sold in the city through syndicates. TIB’s
investigation found that the contracted companies
responsible for waste disposal are involved in the
illegal trade of medical waste. Instead of disposing of
the waste, these contractors sell it in the black market.
One well-known contractor said medical waste sales
are a significant source of income for such contractors’
firms. This poses a significant risk to human health.

TIB also highlighted the challenges of waste
management capacity. There is a shortage of
designated coloured containers for waste disposal.
According to the 2008 Medical Waste Management
and Processing Rules, hospitals are required to have
six specific coloured containers for waste disposal,
but TIB’s survey of hospitals found that 60 per cent
of them did not have these containers. Waste was
disposed of indiscriminately within hospitals, and in
some cases, waste workers collected and stored all
types of waste in a single bucket or container.

One of the industries facing significant image crisis
due to lack of waste management and ETPs is the
leather industry. Waste from leather factories in the
Leather Industrial City at Savar near Dhaka could not
be brought under ETP entirely.

As aresult, this sector is unable to grow on an international
scale. Leather and leather goods are Bangladesh’s second-
largest export commodity, and the target for exports in the
2023-24 fiscal year was set at $13 billion. However, the
potential for this sector is even greater.

Labour organisers in this sector say, “The only reason
the leather industry is not performing well is the
lack of ETPs and compliance. Environmental issues
must be prioritized. Due to the lack of compliance,
investors are compelled to be satisfied with less than
30 per cent of the business potential.”

It is noted that leather processing generates two types
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of waste: solid and liquid. In Savar and other areas
with leather factories, the lack of proper treatment
of both types of waste is causing significant anger
among local communities. The waste from the leather
industry is causing extensive river and air pollution.

It is worth mentioning that many factories in industrial
zones have ETPs, but their owners do not use them, as
reported regularly in the media outlets. Narayanganj
district is particularly notorious in this regard. There
are over 2,000 small and large industrial factories
along both sides of the Shitalakkhya River, which
are dumping untreated chemical waste directly into
the river, causing severe pollution. The Shitalakkhya
is connected to seven rivers. There are 26 canals
and numerous ponds in the area. As a result, the
pollution of the Shitalakkhya is severely damaging
the agricultural and fishery resources in the district.

The environment department itself reports that out
of more than 2,000 garment factories in the district,
only 600 dyeing factories have ETPs, and not all of
them are operational. Despite raids and fines imposed
on factories for environmental pollution, cutting gas
and power lines, many of these factories resume
operations shortly.

A major example of how industries without ETPs are
damaging agriculture and fishery resources is Gazipur
district.

On 15 February 2024, local correspondent Masud Rana
wrote: The tasty fish of open water bodies in Gazipur
once met a significant portion of Dhaka’s demand for
protein. Small-scale fishermen who once relied on
these waters for their livelihood are seeing fewer fish
in the rivers and ponds. The surrounding farmlands
are also experiencing reduced crop yields due to the
pollution. The factories around the area are dumping
untreated liquid toxic waste into the Turag River and
surrounding canals. As a result, the surrounding water
bodies and farmland are being destroyed. Despite
several complaints from local residents, no action has
been taken by the environment.

According to the district fisheries office, fish
production in Gazipur’s open water bodies was 20,361
metric tonnes 14 years ago. Now, this has decreased to
just 1,953 metric tonnes.

In the Konabari area of the city, there are 10 dyeing
and washing factories under the Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation (BSCIC). During a
visit, it was found that black water was being released
through a drain right in front of the factory gates.
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Javed and Champa: Two sides of owner-
worker disparity in Bangladesh

[This report was originally published under a
different title in the English daily The Business
Standard on 4 November 2024. The report,
comparing the family of a garment factory owner
in Bangladesh with the workers of the same
factory, was widely discussed last year. Here, a
portion of it is presented: Editor]

In 2023, Javed, the son of a business family in
Bangladesh, hosted an extravagant wedding
ceremony in Paris. At the same time, workers
at their family-owned domestic factory were
protesting over unpaid wages.

In September 2023, Javed married the Indian-
origin fashion icon Rosemin Madhavji in a lavish
ceremony in Paris. Pictures and videos of the
event went viral on social media.

Javed’s wedding was listed among the most
expensive weddings in Paris in 2023. The event
attracted attention from international media,
with magazines like Vogue and Tatler covering
it extensively.

While this display of wealth was unfolding,
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workers at the ‘Generation Next’ Fashions
Limited, owned by Javed’s family, were
struggling with months of unpaid wages.

Starting from September 2024, these workers
began protesting for their overdue pay. The
protests eventually led to clashes with law
enforcement, and on 9 September, the factory
was temporarily shut down. Later, the decision
was made to permanently close the factory. At
that time, the workers were owed three months’
wages.

The workers’ protests continued at that time.
On 23 October, Champa Khatun, a worker at
Generation Next, was injured during a protest
and passed away in the hospital six days later.
This incident sparked renewed unrest in the
industrial zone. While Generation Next was not
the only company responsible for the unrest in
the garment sector, it played a significant role in
exacerbating the situation.

Following the unrest after the mass uprising,
labour discontent began to subside by the third
week of October. Most factories reopened, except



for a few, including Generation Next, which had
not paid its workers’ overdue wages.

It is believed that Javed, a former director of the
company, and his father, the current chairman
Touhidul Islam Chowdhury, are currently abroad.

Javed is also involved in several business
ventures in Bangladesh, where he holds shares
and post of director. He is the vice-chairman of
Al Corporation, chairman of Fu-Wang Ceramic
Industries Limited and SS Steel, and a director
at Generation Next Technologies Limited.
His family’s business spans industries such as
apparel, real estate, and steel production. Since
the fall of the Awami League government led by
Sheikh Hasina on 5 August, Javed and his father
are reported to have gone into hiding.

Javed’s father’s second wife, Saida Muna
Tasneem (former Bangladesh ambassador to
the UK), is believed to have facilitated a close
relationship between the Sheikh family and
Javed’s family. According to the BGMEA, Saida
Muna is also a shareholder in Generation Next.

Javed is the son of Touhidul’s first wife.

Saida Muna Tasneem served as Bangladesh’s high
commissioner to the UK from November 2018
to September 2024. After the interim government
ordered the return of diplomats appointed by the
previous government, Saida Muna Tasneem did
not comply.

Diplomats are usually appointed for a three-year
term, but due to her close ties with the Sheikh
family, Saida Muna served in the UK for nearly
SixX years.

Meanwhile, officials of a garment factory
owned by this family said that after the political
instability in July and August, Generation Next
began facing difficulties in paying wages to
workers.

While the wages for general workers were paid
in July, the management staff’s wages were not
paid.

In August, the wages of more than 4,700 workers
and employees remained unpaid. As of the time
of writing this report, the estimated outstanding
wage amount owed to the workers by the
company is Tk 216.6 million.
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Though wages remained unpaid since August,
workers continued to work in the factory.
Initially, they voiced their concerns within the
factory premises, but by September, they began
to protest by halting work. On 8 September, they
began a strike, which escalated on 21 September,
with workers blocking roads. This led to clashes
with law enforcement, resulting in Champa’s
death.

This story presents two realities—on one side,
Javed’s extravagant lifestyle, and on the other,
Champa’s silent demise.

Champa’s background

Champa Khatun rented a small tin-roofed room
with brick walls in the Diakhali Uttorpara area,
where she lived with her husband and daughter.
Several of her coworkers also rented houses
nearby. Her husband’s elder brother, Mostafizur
Rahman, also lived in the same area. On 28
October 2024, he told Prothom Alo, “Everyone
was asking for their fair demand, and that
led to the protest. Champa joined the protest,
and she died there. Champa was buried at her
father’s home in Rangpur. She has a 14-month-
old daughter. How will the girl live without her
mother?”’

As previously mentioned, workers hurled bricks
at nearby factories and police during the protest
on 23 October. The police fired tear gas and
sound grenades to control the situation. Champa
was critically injured in the incident.

An eyewitness, Sharifa Khatun, who was
standing near Champa at the time, said, “Champa
and Morsheda were at the front of the protest.
The police were very close. Suddenly, there was
a loud noise. It sounded like a bomb, and fireballs
fell right in front of us. At that moment, both
Champa and Morsheda fell. I ran toward a house,
and when I fell, four or five others fell on me.
Later, Morsheda was taken to the hospital, and
Champa was also rushed to the hospital.”

Yes, Champa Khatun died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. However, her death is neither
the first nor the last in Bangladesh due to the
exploitation of workers.

This issue of worker exploitation existed not only
during the previous governments, the protests in
various industries, particularly in the garment
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sector seeking various demands including wages  the jute business, reviewing the cases filed
occurred after the mass uprising. against the workers and resolving those through

On 12 September, Prothom Alo reported that the law ministry, addressing discrimination in
during that perio,d, om0 thé hiring, providing compensation for those killed

temporary closure of 183 garment factories i (i0g Jnlly moveinenl, Tomming & gomr.nit?ee o
in Savar, Ashulia, and Gazipur, with workers the Rana Plaza and Tazreen Fashion incidents,

demanding wage adjustments and raising 18 ensuring day-care centres in all factories,

key demands. The government later reached an stopping i e clombiell of grolon,
agreement with the workers increasing maternity leave for female workers

to 120 days, forming a three-member committee
Among the 18 pOintS, there were also demands to set the minimum wage, Working on labour
for providing rations through TCB and OMS in  Jaw amendments, reviewing and implementing
labour-intensive areas, monitoring to stop the  provident funds through discussions between
blaCkliSting of workers in faCtorieS, ldentlfylng workers and employerS, and forming a committee
buyers from among the workers by monitoring  for annual increments based on the cost of living.

758 workers killed in workplace accidents across the
country in one year

758 workers were killed in 639 accidents across the country in the last 1 year (January 1 - December
31, 2024). In the same period in 2023, 875 workers were killed in 772 workplace accidents across the
country. This year the number of workplace deaths has decreased slightly since last year. Workers who
died in road accidents on their way to work were also included in the survey

The data comes from a survey conducted by the non-governmental organization Safety and Rights
Society (SRS) based on news published in newspapers (15 national and 11 local). December 31 at
11 a.m. in the SRS conference room, Executive Director Sekender Ali Mina officially presented the
survey report 2024 of workers killed in workplace accidents.

Based on an analysis of workplace accident data obtained from the survey, the transport sector
recorded the highest number of worker fatalities, totaling 379 individuals. Following closely are
service establishments, including workshops, gas and electricity supply establishments, etc., with 129
reported fatalities. Construction ranks third, with 92 workers killed, and followed by 70 fatalities in
factories and other productive establishments. The agriculture sector recorded 86 worker fatalities.

Upon reviewing the causes of death, it is evident that 464 individuals perished in road accidents, 81
succumbed to electrocution, 30 lost their lives in fires and various explosions, 50 met their demise by
falling from a floor or above, 69 were struck by lightning, 21 were either hit or crushed by hard or
heavy objects, 7 perished due to the collapse of mountains, ground, bridges, buildings, roofs, or walls,
11 were exposed to chemicals or toxic gases from septic tanks or water tanks, 17 drowned in water,
and 8 passed away from other causes
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Double-digit inflation: Workers’ struggles;
even the non-poor at risk of poverty

In 2024, food inflation in Bangladesh reached its
highest point in nearly a decade. Inflation was
rising at a double-digit rate across other products
as well. Some media outlets reported that
Bangladesh’s inflation was among the highest in
South Asia at that time.

Throughout the year, prices of goods were
increasing at an average rate of over 10 per cent,
forcing workers to significantly cut back on their
daily consumption. During this period, wages for
workers had not increased in most sectors. As a
result, workers had to reduce their consumption,
limiting their purchases to essential food items
and foregoing other needs and luxuries.

The government increased its truck sales in urban
areas and activated low-cost stores to alleviate
the situation.

It should be noted that printing money without
increasing goods and services causes inflation
by reducing the value of money. In simple terms,
a-10 per cent inflation means that if an item cost
Tk 100 last year, itnow costs Tk 110. For workers,
this translates into an effective reduction of their
real wages by 10 per cent. For instance, if a
worker earned Tk 10,000 last year, their earnings
are now equivalent to about Tk 9,000 in terms of
purchasing power in 2024.

As a result of decreased real wages and reduced
consumption, many working-class families

entered the poverty line this year.

Inflation was further exacerbated by repeated
money printing without increasing national
wealth during the tenure of previous governments,
and this continued through the end of 2024.
Moreover, the excessive money printing policy
counteracted other policies aimed at controlling
inflation.

New open market sale (OMS) policy for food
grains

In October, the government issued a new open
market sale (OMS) policy for food grains, aimed
at ensuring strict punishment for dealers violating
regulations. The 2015 policy was also revoked,
as it lacked any provisions for penalizing dealers
for non-compliance.

The new policy states that if any conditions are
violated orany laws ofthe country are disregarded,
the dealership can be canceled, and money can
be recovered from the dealer according to the
terms of the agreement. If an OMS dealer fails to
collect the allocated food grains on time without
a valid reason, their dealership can be canceled,
or their deposit can be forfeited.

Additionally, the government decided to include
vegetables in the OMS, with responsibility for
implementation handed over to the agriculture
ministry. At the time, long queues were noticed
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at the OMS shops. Initially, 10 locations were
selected for this initiative.

However, on 7 December, a report by
Prothom Alo revealed that irregularities in
the appointment of dealers or distributors
for the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh
(TCB) had not been fully eradicated. During
previous administrations, political affiliation
often influenced dealer appointments, and
similar biases affected the allocation of ‘poor
cards’. When new appointments were made,
advertisements were also not issued, limiting
opportunities for many to apply, especially for
those who were politically excluded in the past.

It is noteworthy that there are 8,273 TCB
distributors in the country. These distributors sell
essential items such as edible oil, lentils, and rice
at discounted prices to cardholders. A cardholder
gets two liters of edible oil for Tk 100 per kg, two
kg of lentils for Tk 60 per kg and five kg of rice
for Tk 30 per kg. They receive a commission of
Tk 5 per kilogram sold.

Tariffs are reduced, but prices don’t fall

In the second half of the year, the government
took additional steps to lower egg and sugar
prices by reducing tariffs and increasing imports.
On 9 October, the National Board of Revenue
lowered the sugar import tariff from 30 per cent
to 15 per cent. This led to a reduction of Tk 11.18
per kg for raw sugar and Tk 14.26 per kg for
refined sugar. Despite these measures, prices of
these goods did not fall significantly.

Former professor at the Economics Department
of Dhaka University, Barkat-e-Khuda, speaking
to Kaler Kantho on 18 September, said, “Inflation
could only be controlled if supply-side issues
were addressed. Despite adequate supply, the
market was being manipulated by syndicates,
causing artificial price hikes. Tackling these
syndicates and restoring accurate information
was crucial to controlling inflation.”

Declining commitment to reducing inequality

At the 2024 annual conference of the Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) on 7
December, a message emerged regarding the
impact of national economic and labour market
struggles. World Bank senior economist Sergio
Olivieri revealed that one in five families—about
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20 per cent of households—is at risk of falling
into poverty. This situation has been exacerbated
by both internal and external economic
challenges since 2022, with rising food prices
posing a significant challenge for policymakers.
According to Olivieri, sustainable solutions
require a focus on increasing incomes for the
lower strata of society, with recommendations
for investment in quality education, development
of supply chain infrastructure, and expanding
social protection programmes.

In the same session, renowned economist Rehman
Sobhan highlighted the growing inequality in the
country, emphasizing that state policies were
contributing to this inequality. (Prothom Alo, 8
December 2024)

When World Bank economists were suggesting
increase wages of marginal workers, at that time,
areport by the International Labour Organization
(ILO) indicated that Bangladesh ranks third
among South Asian countries for having the
highest proportion of low-wage workers.

According to the ILO’s Global Wage Report
for 2024-2025, 11.2 per cent of workers in
Bangladesh receive low wages, with only Sri
Lanka (25.9 per cent) and Bhutan (13.8 per cent).
By contrast, Pakistan has the lowest proportion
of low-wage workers in the region (0.4%) and
India (11.5 per cent).

In a related report by Oxfam in October, it
was revealed that Bangladesh was one of the
countries where labour rights were most violated,
alongside Afghanistan, Jordan, and Zimbabwe.

The report further said in terms of formulating
and implementing labour policies, Bangladesh
ranks among the bottom 10 countries in the world.
Bangladesh ranked 161st out of 164 countries. In
addition, Bangladesh is also ranked among the
bottom 10 countries. Bangladesh ranks the 155th
in terms of workers’ rights protection.

Moreover, Bangladesh’s position in the
commitment to reducing inequality index
dropped 17 places in 2024, ranking 124th. This
was a decline from its 117th position in 2022.
In 2018, Bangladesh was ranked 148th, and in
2020, it ranked 113th.

(Daily Bonik Barta 22 October 2024)



Labour migration declines, remittance
increases in 2024 SRS reports

Bangladesh is one of the top ten labour sending
countries in the world. The labour migration,
which is the lifeline of the country's economy, has
decreased in 2024.

Despite no significant investment, the country
receives over $20 billion dollars every year,
which plays a significant role on the overall
development of the country.

In 2024, the country received the highest amount
of the remittances. Bangladeshis sent home
nearly $27 billion in remittances. The amount was
$21.94 billion in 2023.

A total of 1011,969 Bangladeshis have gone
abroad for work in 2024. Of them, 61,158 are
female migrants, according to the statistics
of Bureau of Manpower, Employment and
Training (BMET). The BMET is a government
agency which processes and regulates the labour
migration.

In 2024, most of the migrants have gone to seven
countries. A total of 628,564 migrants have
gone to Saudi Arabia, 47,166 to UAE, 33,031 to
Kuwait, 74,422 to Qatar, 15,413 to Jordan, 93,632
to Malaysia and 56,878 to Singapore.

In 2023, atotal 0f 13,05,453 Bangladeshi migrants

went abroad for work in 2023, according to the
BMET. Of them, 76108 are women migrants.

Atotal 0f4,97,674 migrants went to Saudi Arabia,
98,422 to UAE, 36,548 to Kuwait, 56,148 to
Qatar, 8,626 to Jordan, 351,683 to Malaysia and
53,265 to Singapore. Besides, 10,383 migrants
went to the United Kingdom and 16,879 migrants
to Italy.

In 2024, over 1000 women migrant workers have
gone to five countries. A total of 40,315 women
migrants have gone to Saudi Arabia, 1036 women
migrants to UAE, 2331 to Qatar, 13772 to Jordan
and 1483 to United Kingdom.

In 2023, a total of 50,254 women migrants have
gone to Saudi Arabia, 2000 to UAE, 1095 to Qatar,
7,838 to Jordan and 5,256 to United Kingdom.

Sources from where migration is higher are:

Comilla (9.05pc), Brahmanbaria (5.88pc),
Tangail (4.55pc), Chandpur (4.02pc), Kishoreganj
(4.01pc), Chittagong (3.81pc), Narsingdi

(3.33pc), Dhaka (3.30pc), and others.

In a report titled 'the trends and nature of labour
migration' from Bangladesh in 2024 launched
recently, Refugee and Migratory Movements
Research Unit (RMMRU) said labour migration
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has been halted to several countries. There has
been no migration this year to countries such as
Oman, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, and
the Maldives.

In Italy, labour migration activities have stopped
due to counterfeit documents, while in Serbia, the
migration process is at a standstill because the
application server is malfunctioning.

BMET categorizes migrant workers into four
groups based on skill levels: professional,
skilled, semi-skilled, and low-skilled workers.
Doctors, engineers, architects, teachers,
accountants, computer operators, pharmacists,
nurses, foremen, diploma engineers, paramedics,
and salespeople are considered professionals.
Mechanics, welders, craftsmen, electricians,
painters, cooks, drivers, plumbers, garment
workers, and certified caregivers are considered
skilled workers. Farmers, gardeners, and those
working as assistants in garment factories and
shops are considered semi-skilled workers.
Cleaners, domestic workers, and manual laborers
are classified as low-skilled workers.

Bangladesh mainly participates in the semi-skilled
and low-skilled labour markets. In 2024, among
those who migrated for work (41,621 people),
4.59 per cent were professionals (214,044 people),
23.62 per cent were skilled, 17.56 per cent were
semi-skilled (159,128 people), and 54.23 per cent
were low-skilled workers (491,480 people).

A 12-member committee led by Dr. Debapriya
Bhattacharya has prepared a white paper on the
state of Bangladesh's economy in 2024.

According to the report, Bangladeshi migrants are
trapped in the less and semi-skilled market.

BMET has 110 Technical Training Centers (TTC)
which provide training on 55 vocations. 46
TTCs offer language training375. Unfortunately,
there is little evidence of success in accessing
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overseas employment for those in receipt of
training from the TTCs. Challenges to accessing
the skilled labour market are manifold. The lack
of employability overseas of TTC trainees (Igbal
and Matin,

2024) deters potential migrants from acquiring
skills.

Most importantly, recruiting agencies are not
interested in promoting skilled migration. This
is because they can extract more profit and avoid
accountability by processing the migration of
unskilled workers.

Former director at BMET, Nurul Islam, said
Bangladesh can earn over $30 billion by sending
skilled migrants.

Refugee and Migratory Movements Research
Unit (RMMRU) in a report launched on 28
December has given various suggestions to the
interim government to establish good governance
in the migration process.

In order to protect the rights of both short-term
migrants and long-term immigrants, at least 1 per
cent of the national budget should be allocated to
this sector.

Over the past 15 years, the number of Technical
Training Centres (TTCs) has been doubled (to
110), without any feasibility study or consideration
of funding sources. Furthermore, those receiving
training are unable to go abroad. These centers
need to be evaluated and made more effective.
Recruiting agencies should be made accountable
for bringing skilled worker visas.

Efforts should be made to end modern-day slavery
in female migration and ensure safe employment
opportunities. Legal assistance should be provided
to abused and unemployed female migrants,
along with psychosocial services, safe homes in
destination countries, and care for children born
as a result of sexual abuse.
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